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A Historical Interpretation and Personal Tour of St. Peter’s Basilica
and the
Treasures of the Vatican Museums
on
Pope Leo XIV’s First Full Day as Roman Pontiff
(May 9, 2025)


presented
by
Russell Baldner

6:30 p.m., Wed., April 22, 2026
German American Museum
St. Lucas, IA


The Vatican may be the smallest country in the world, but St. Peter’s Basilica is “the richest and grandest church on earth.”[footnoteRef:2] Built on the site of the tomb of the Apostle Peter, whom Christ called a “rock,” St. Peter’s Basilica and the adjoining Vatican Museums stand at the historic center of Western Christianity. In visiting the Vatican, one is surrounded by majestic architecture and magnificent expressions of Christian faith, 2,000 years of history, and a timeless wealth of human artistry. [2:  Rick Steves, Italy, 27th ed. (Avalon Travel, November 2022), 872. 
] 


“The Greatest of All Churches” features a broad selection of stunning recent photography from the presenter’s personal collection and accompanying historical and interpretive commentary, including special attention in Part I to the tomb of Saint Peter and, in part II, the Sistine Chapel. Please join us for a historical and archaeological introduction and lavishly illustrated virtual tour from the ground, Square, and interior of St. Peter’s, to the roof of the basilica, and 320 steps up to the very top of its magnificent dome!     
